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MEDIA RELEASE
April 24, 2025

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo v. Persons Unknown and to be Ascertained,
2023 ONSC 670

Waterloo Region Community Legal Services (WRCLS) is deeply concerned by the
Region of Waterloo’s decision to pass the Site Specific By-law related to the encampment
at 100 Victoria Street (“the Encampment”).

We are further troubled by Acting Regional Solicitor Fiona McCrea’s comments to Council
that “In the context of the decision of Justice Valente in the Regional Municipality of
Waterloo v. Persons Unknown and to be Ascertained Region staff intend to seek further
direction to the extent this is feasible and compatible with the anticipated construction
schedule.”

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo v. Persons Unknown and to be Ascertained was
not appealed by the Region. Any actions that the Region takes with respect to the
Encampment that are inconsistent with Justice Valente’s order of January 27, 2023 are
unlawful.

Although WRCLS welcomes the supports now being offered to residents at the
Encampment to connect residents with housing options, we are deeply concerned with,
inter alia, the budget line related to motels as we know this is not a long term solution.
Eventually this funding will run out and the Encampment residents will once again be
facing displacement.

WRCLS intends to defend the Encampment residents against any unlawful actions

pursuant to the Site Specific By-Law and we are exploring all legal options against the
Region in relation to any unlawful actions taken against Encampment residents.
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https://pub-regionofwaterloo.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=12345
https://www.canlii.org/en/on/onsc/doc/2023/2023onsc670/2023onsc670.html?resultId=a7168c7634584bf082c45ff28de587c1&searchId=2025-04-24T09:35:11:214/6b88107598e74f778348cddfca1fd551
https://www.canlii.org/en/on/onsc/doc/2023/2023onsc670/2023onsc670.html?resultId=a7168c7634584bf082c45ff28de587c1&searchId=2025-04-24T09:35:11:214/6b88107598e74f778348cddfca1fd551
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For further information about the contents of this media release, please contact Ashley
Schuitema, Executive Director, at 519-743-0254, Ext 17.

For more information about WRCLS, please visit: https://www.wrcls.ca/
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